MAKING THE BEST OF IT
lands for a' thae years, he gaed fair skeer aboot
this stocky at Tilliedrum. She's juist seven-
teen year auld, an' the auld fule sits wi' his
airm round her in Eppie's hoose, though
they've been mairit this fortnicht."

" The doited fule/' said Jess.

Jeames Geogehan and his bride became the
talk of Thrums, and Jess saw them from her
window several times. The first time she had
only eyes for the jacket with fur round it worn
by Mrs. Geogehan, but subsequently she took
SB Jeames*

41 He's tryin' to carry't aff wi' his heid in the
air," she said, " but I can see he's fell shame-
faced, an' nae wonder. Ay, I sepad he's
mair ashamed o't in his heart than she is* It's
an awful like thing o' a lassie to marry an auld
man. She had dune't for the siller. Ay,
there's pounds' worth o' fur aboot that
Jacket"

11 They say she had siller hersel," said Tibbie
Birse.

lf Dinna tell me/' said Jess.   " I ken by ho: